
FRANCOIS 
SICARD
Renowned Ferrari mechanic/race 
engineer/restorer

N A P L E S  C H A P T E R

VOLUME 1, NUMERO 1 PRIMO TRIMESTRE 2026

SILENTSPEED
THE 275S
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V12 at the Mille Miglia, serving as 
the raw, experimental prototype 

that shaped Ferrari’s dominant 
early-1950s sports racers.
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For more than forty years, Wilson & Johnson has guided 
families and businesses across Southwest Florida through life’s 
most important decisions. From estate planning and trusts 
to real estate and business matters, our work is rooted in one 
simple promise: to help you protect what matters most.

We believe legal planning is about more than documents. It 
is about people, values, and peace of mind. Our experienced 
attorneys and professional team listen first, explain clearly, and 
provide thoughtful guidance you can trust.

When the future feels complex, clarity creates confidence. At 
Wilson & Johnson, we help you plan with care today so your 
legacy is protected for tomorrow.

Our commitment extends beyond our practice. Through the 
Wilson & Johnson Private Foundation, we proudly support 
initiatives that strengthen families and create lasting impact 
across Southwest Florida. 

 2425 TAMIAMI TRAIL N., SUITE 211   |   NAPLES, FLORIDA 34103

To guide families 
through life’s most 

important decisions, 
providing clarity 

today and a legacy that 
endures tomorrow.

OUR MISSION

239.436.1500
NaplesEstateLaw.com

Wilson & Johnson, P.A.
Trusted guidance for life’s most important decisions.

Clarity Today. 
Confidence 
for Tomorrow. 



FCA 2026 National Meet
Monticello, New York
June 28 - July 1

Bob Ross takes us along his 
journey to Tuscany and the Ferrari 
experience
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FUTURE TECH 17
Ferraris “Luce,” meaning “light” 
“Luce,” meaning “clarity”
• Ferrari’s electric future begins
• A crafted interior with love
• Innovation meets heritage
• Naples leads the next chapter

Phil Wantoch invites us to ride along 
with him at the Rolex24 in Daytona, FL.

Cover photo Phil Trigiani
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N A P L E S  C H A P T E R  E V E N T S
April 12, 2026 • FasTrax Go Karting Fort Myers • 3:00 pm
FasTrax Entertainment, 14501 Global Pkwy, Fort Myers, FL 33913

April 15, 2026 • End-of-Season Wine & Food Event at Amber Cove • 6:00 pm
Amber Cove, 885 Vanderbilt Beach Rd, Naples, FL 34108

April 18, 2026 • Salvation Army Rally for Good & Car Show • 8:00 am
Ultimate Garages Naples

April 19, 2026 • FCA Naples + Cars & Coffee 239 Ferrari on the Grass   • 8:00 am
Mercato

April 24, 2026 • Private REV's Museum Tour   • 10:30 am
REV's Automotive Museum

May 3, 2026 • Miami F1 Watch Party
Location Details TBA

May 9, 2026 • Bayfront Members Only Ferrari Club Show • 9:00 am
Bayfront Naples Goodlette-Frank Rd and 5th Ave N.

June 27, 2026 • 2026 Annual Meet • 12:00 am
Monticello, NY

October 24, 2026 • Welcome Back Party • 11:00 am
Details to be announced

December 10, 2026 • Naples Holiday Party • 7:00 pm
Details to be announced

February 4-7 2027 • Naples Automotive Experience Cars on 5th
Details to be announced

February 18, 2027 • Enzo’s Birthday Celebration • 6:00 pm
Ultimate Garages Naples, 3101 Terrace Ave, Naples, FL 34104
Further details to be announced Visit the Naples Chapter 

Event Calendar for
Up-to-date information.1 MOTORE D’ART
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Presented by Ferrari of Naples

A Note from Helder Rosa,
General Manager, Ferrari of Naples

It’s a true privilege for all of 
us at Ferrari of Naples to be 
part of the Ferrari Club of 
America – Naples Chapter. 
The passion, camaraderie, 
and pride this community 
brings to the brand is 
something we deeply value 
and are proud to support.

Over the past six years, 
since relocating my family 
from Ohio to Naples to 
open our dealership, this 
community has become 
home in every sense. 

What makes Ferrari so 
special isn’t just the cars…
it’s the people, the shared 
experiences, and the 
relationships built along the 
way. We are grateful to play 
a role in that.

Our doors are always open. 
Whether you’re joining us 
for events, stopping by 
the showroom, or simply 
sharing your passion with 
fellow enthusiasts, you are 
always welcome here.

We have an exciting year 
ahead, with new models, 
new experiences, and 

continued opportunities to 
connect. I encourage you 
to stay in touch, visit us, 
follow along on Instagram 
and Facebook, and be part 
of what’s ahead.
On behalf of our entire 
team, thank you for 
allowing us to be your 
offi cial Ferrari home here 
in Southwest Florida - 
for sales, service and 
everything in between.

We look forward to seeing 
you soon.

Warm regards,
Helder Rosa

As we crossed the 
fi nish line of 2025 
and accelerated into 
the promise of 2026, 
our Naples Chapter 
entered an important 
season of growth 
and renewal.

The new year 
brought major 
changes in the 
structure of our 

Board of Directors. This evolution refl ects 
our commitment to building a stronger, 
more engaged, and more dynamic Ferrari 
Club community here in Southwest Florida.

Our previous President, and now Vice 
President, Dennis Flint, who also served as 
Florida Regional Director for four years, has 
brought tremendous experience, valued 
relationships, and common sense to this 
effort. Dennis undertook the monumental 
task of building a refreshed board, 
expanding leadership, and assigning clear 
roles and responsibilities to each director. 
Many of our new board members have 
not previously served in club leadership 
positions, making this a signifi cant 
achievement and an exciting opportunity for 
the future.

We are also proud of the tremendous 
success we have already achieved 
in strengthening our sponsorship 
relationships. These partnerships 
enhance our events, broaden our reach, 
and bring added value to our members.

Just as importantly, we have already 
enjoyed several very successful events 
that brought members together 
and reminded us of what makes this 
club so special - exceptional cars, 
great friendships, and unforgettable 
experiences.

As we move forward into 2026, our 
mission remains clear: to deliver 
outstanding events, strengthen 
community ties, and ensure that the 
Naples Chapter continues to thrive.

Thank you for being part of this journey. 
The road ahead is bright, and we look 
forward to sharing another unforgettable 
year with you.

Naples Chapter President

2MOTORE D’ART



DAI LIBERO SFOGO AL TUO VIAGGIO

F L O R I D A  R E G I O N  S P O T L I G H T

A Bri ef Hist ory of 
the Naples Chapter, 
the Flori da Region 
and the National 
Organization

The Ferrari Club of America 
(FCA) began in 1965, when 
a small circle of devoted 
Ferrari owners recognized 
the need for a national 
community—one that 
celebrated the marque’s 
engineering brilliance, 
racing pedigree, and 
artisanal craftsmanship. At 
the time, Ferrari ownership 
in the United States was 
uncommon, and opportunities 
for enthusiasts to gather, 
exchange technical insights, 
or participate in organized 
events were limited. The FCA 
fi lled that void, creating a 
network built on camaraderie, 
responsible enjoyment of 
the cars, and preservation of 
Ferrari’s storied heritage.

From those modest 
beginnings, the FCA evolved 
into a nationwide organization 
with a robust calendar of 
driving events, concours 

competitions, technical seminars, 
social gatherings, and charitable 
initiatives. Today, it stands as 
one of the world’s largest and 
most respected single-marque 
automotive clubs, representing 
approximately 7,500 members 

across 15 regions and 60 
chapters.

The Florida Re-
gion and the Na-
ples Chapter
Within this national 
structure, the Florida 
Region is one of the most 
active, home to roughly 
1,200 members statewide. 
The Naples Chapter—now 
260 members strong—has 
become one of the largest 

and most vibrant chapters 
in the entire FCA.

The Ferrari Club of Naples 
traces its roots to the 
early 2000s, when local 
enthusiasts Kim Pemberton 
and Steve Cantera began 
organizing informal 
gatherings of Ferrari 
owners. The group fi rst 
met on Third Avenue in 
downtown Naples before 
moving to Fifth Avenue, 
where the events quickly 
grew in size and visibility.

VOLUME1, NUMERO 1

3 MOTORE D’ART



DAI LIBERO SFOGO AL TUO VIAGGIO

In 2010, following Kim Pemberton’s 
resignation, longtime FCA member 
Steve Cantera assumed full 
leadership of the Naples group. 
Under his guidance, the club 
formally affi liated with the Ferrari 
Club of America and offi cially joined 
the Florida Region.

Around 2014, dedicated and very 
energetic member Tom O’Riordan 
became President of the Naples 
Chapter, with Dennis Flint serving 
as Vice President. O’Riordan 
later advanced to the role of 
FCA Regional Director, where he 
spearheaded the 
decentralization 
of the Florida 
Region into 
individual 
chapters—an 
initiative designed 
to strengthen 
local engagement 
and support.

Dennis Flint 
succeeded Tom 
as Regional 
Director and 
today serves 
as your Naples 
Chapter Vice-President, continuing 
the chapters expansion efforts. 
Today, the Florida Region 
encompasses nine chapters across 
Florida and Puerto Rico, refl ecting 
the club’s remarkable growth and 
organizational evolution.

Leadership and Region-
al Support
Because the FCA is a 
volunteer-driven organization 
with term limits, leadership 
transitions can occasionally 
present challenges. In Florida, the 
Regional Director plays a crucial 
role in ensuring continuity and 
supporting chapter operations 
Responsibilities include assisting 
with organizational needs, helping 
resolve disputes when necessary, 
reconstituting chapter boards 
when required, conducting 

monthly board 
meetings, and 
representing 
the region at the 
FCA’s national 
convention.

These monthly 
meetings provide 
an essential 
forum for chapter 
presidents 
to share 
ideas, discuss 
challenges, 
and learn from 
one another—

strengthening the region as a 
whole and ensuring that every 
chapter, including your Naples 
Chapter, continues to thrive.

Dennis Flint
Naples Chapter VP

VOLUME1, NUMERO 1

4MOTORE D’ART



Y O U R  N A P L E S  B O A R D

Bob Ross
president

Dennis Flint
vice-president

Bruce Foster
treasurer

Emily Rose
events co-chair

dealer liasion

Phil Wantoch
secretary

Krysta Sylvester
events co-chair

Phil Trigiani
events chair

Steve Gierszewski 
membership chair

Joseph McCabe 
development chair

Your Name Here
communications Chair

Your Name Here
accounting Chair

Allman Todd
partnership chair

Chris Rabkin
i.t. chair

DAI LIBERO SFOGO AL TUO VIAGGIO

Board Positions Open

Communications ChairCommunications Chair
Your Naples Chapter FCA Board of di-
rectors is looking for a Communications 
Chair to assist the IT Chair in managing 
website postings, event information 
curation, Constant Contact emails, and 
RegFox event sign-up management.

Accounting ChairAccounting Chair
Your Naples Chapter FCA Board of direc-
tors is looking for a member who can as-
sist the Treasurer with general account-
ing needs and working in Quickbooks.

If you or anyone you know would like to help 
out in either of these positions, please con-
tact us at events@fca-naples.com or web-
support@ferrariclubofamerica.org

VOLUME1, NUMERO 1
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Your ambition is a gift. 
Let’s open it. 
Connect with the partner that helps create a playbook ready 

for your every ambition. Whatever your passion, unlock more 

powerful possibilities with Bank of America Private Bank.

What would you like the power to do?®

Start by connecting with us.

Denise Gugliotta
Senior Vice President

Private Client Advisor

Naples, FL 34108

T: 239.254.3287 | M: 239.207.2101
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Private Client Advisor
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PA S T  C H A P T E R  E V E N T S
WELCOME BACK TIFOSI
PAELLA FEST

 A fantastic morning fi lled with 
Ferraris, paella, and pure Naples 
sunshine set the tone for one of our 
most memorable gatherings yet, 
and it was "FIRE". The Wing South 
fl y-in community—tucked into the 
heart of South Naples—opened its 
gates to us with genuine warmth, 
wide-open runways, and the kind of 
hospitality you only fi nd in a place 
built by people who love machines, 
motion, and community. A delicious 
lunch consisting of Paella and select 
beverages was served, and the Pa-
ella was cooked on site by Chef Paul 
Schmidgall of Fire and Rice Paella. 

 Members rolled in to the sight 
of gleaming Ferraris lined up beside 
aircraft hangars, creating a scene 
that felt straight out of an Italian mo-
torsport postcard. As conversations 
sparked and paella simmered, the 
morning was capped by a private 
fl yover arranged just for our club—a 
gesture that reminded everyone 
why Naples is such a special place to 
be a Ferrari owner.
 And because every great sto-
ry needs a twist, a Hemi-powered, 
NOS-injected Cobra rumbled into 
the mix, proving that when the Na-
ples Chapter gathers, enthusiasts 
of all stripes want to be part of the 
moment.
No other club receives a welcome 
like this. This is the Ferrari Club of 
Naples—vibrant, connected, and al-
ways raising the bar for unforgetta-
ble experiences.
With so many incredible events 
on the horizon, this morning was 
just the beginning. The best drives, 
meals, and memories are still ahead.

7 MOTORE D’ART



2025 Holiday Party

 A hundred people gathered at 
the Naples Grande Pool Side Patio, 
all united by a shared passion for 
Ferrari and the vibrant communi-
ty that surrounds it. The Christmas 
Party wasn’t just another season-
al event; it became a warm, ele-
gant evening where conversations 
fl owed as easily as the drinks and 
every table seemed to spark a new 
connection.

 Guests enjoyed exceptional 
food, festive music, and the unmis-
takable camaraderie that defi nes 
the Ferrari Club of Naples. The 
open-air setting added a relaxed 
coastal glow to the night, giving the 
celebration that signature Naples 
blend of sophistication and ease.

Our sincere thanks go to The Naples 
Grande Resort for hosting us with 
such care and attention to detail. 
Their hospitality elevated the entire 
experience and helped create a 
night our members will remember.
If you’ve ever wondered what it feels 
like to be part of a club that blends 
passion, friendship, and unforget-
table moments, consider this your 
invitation. Join the Ferrari Club of 
Naples and discover events that stay 
with you long after the holidays fade.

View more event photos
at FCA-Naples.com

DAI LIBERO SFOGO AL TUO VIAGGIO VOLUME1, NUMERO 1
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Happy Birthday 
Enzo!

This year, the Naples Chap-
ter gathered at the remarkable 
Ultimate Garages to celebrate 
Enzo Ferrari’s birthday, trans-
forming the venue into an evoc-
ative tribute to the man whose 
vision reshaped automotive 
history. Poignant red uplight-
ing washed across the polished 
fl oors and tow-
ering displays, 
casting a warm, 
theatrical glow 
that immediately 
set the tone for an 
evening of rever-
ence and celebra-
tion.

Throughout the space, curated video 
installations traced Enzo’s life, philosophy, 
and enduring infl uence. These moving 
visual narratives played alongside a lineup 
of special Ferraris positioned like sculp-
tural centerpieces, each one contributing 
to the sense of artistry and heritage that 

defi nes the marque.

 Adding to the creative energy of 
the evening, 
a live artist 
worked in 
real time, 
capturing 
the atmo-
sphere with 
bold, expres-
sive strokes. 
Guests en-
joyed food 
and wine 
intentional-
ly selected 
and paired to 
refl ect Enzo’s 

own palate, creating a sen-
sory connection that blend-
ed culinary craft with the 
legacy of the man himself.

100 members of the Naples Chapter 
came together for this immersive cel-
ebration—an evening that seamlessly 
blended history, artistry, and communi-
ty. It was a gathering that honored Enzo 
Ferrari not only through the cars he 
inspired, but through the shared pas-
sion that continues to bring our chapter 
together.

by Chris Rabkin

DAI LIBERO SFOGO AL TUO VIAGGIO VOLUME1, NUMERO 1
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‘
NEAPOLITAN ROAD

adven tu res

The board worked together to create a strategy 
for a clean, easy drive from the Pine Ridge area 
in Naples out to Big Papa's Country Kitchen in 
what we lovingly call North Naples. A simple 
map was sent to members, while a few of us 
wrangled in sign-ups, waivers and the board 
purchased walkie-talkies for quick ease-of-
communication while driving.

Once everyone arrived at the meeting point, 
walkies were dispersed evenly throughout 

the group, hands were shook and the drive 
commenced. YouTube videos surfaced later from 
a few admiring onlookers at the line of our 15 plus 
vehicles idling at an intersection.

Though we hit some of the usual "seasonal" traffi c 
that Naples is known for, with the help of the 
walkies, we were able to call out to each other, 
slow down or speed up, so that we all arrived 
nearly together.

‘
A day of of Memories, Speed 

& Great BBQ
by Krysta Sylvester

11 MOTORE D’ART



We were greeted with smiles and photos, 
along with a few other Ferrari members who 
met us there - fi ling in one by one to create an 
impressive line of (mostly) Italian thoroughbreds 
against the lush treeline. 

Within the display were an F12 Berlinetta, 812 
Superfast, F8 Tributo, SF90, 488 Coupe & Spiders, 
F430 Spider, a 360, Portofi nos, 296GTB's, a 
California and even a Maserati MC20. Only to 
be contrasted with a little American Muscle as 
well - a Plum Crazy Last Call Challenger.

Big Papa greeted us all with a smile, opening up 

his property while displaying plenty of trophies 
& fl ags, alongside unique collector items like 
bottle openers, tea kettles, cast iron skillets, 
license plates and comical road signs from 
what we can only assume are from around the 
world during his award-winning adventures.

The Twisted Trotter was also set up, providing 
delicious, "buzz"-worthy beverages while light 
appetizers & snacks were provided before the 
Big BBQ fun. Members and their guests mingled 
and laughed - connected and re-connected - 
waiting patiently for their taste of the award 
winning BBQ we'd all heard so much about.

Big Papa announced everything was ready, 
including tender ribs (which he showed us his 

method of cutting & preparing them), succulent 
brisket and of course - homemade cornbread 
paired with a delectable cobbler dessert. Many of 
us went back for seconds and thirds, exclaiming 
we couldn't pick which BBQ treat was our favorite.

It's a good thing our vehicles had an abundance 
of horsepower - because we all left a little heavier 
that day with full bellies and even bigger smiles. 
"This was one for the books." a member was 
overheard saying. "Oh yes," one responded, "I 
can't wait to come back." - and that, we can all 
agree to!

DAI LIBERO SFOGO AL TUO VIAGGIO VOLUME1, NUMERO 1
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Your FCA Regalia Store is Now Open! Scan the Code, Get the Merch!

New Regalia Member Events 

Section with products

personalized for your

region and chapter.

Your Name
Naples Chapter

13 MOTORE D’ART
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Mecum Kissimmee 2026

Local Naples Ferrari club members, Jerry 
and Peggy David, made the trek up to Kissim-
mee for the Mecum Auction on January 17th, 
2026. Little did they know that the Mecum Kis-
simmee auction would set a record for the 
most successful auction in collec-
tor car history bringing in just over 
$441 million in total sales. 

The biggest driver of that success 
was the Bachman Ferrari Collec-
tion. Totaling 46 Ferraris, mostly 
in yellow, the collection brought in 
roughly $125 million in the course 
of two hours unreserved! If you are 
hearing about this for the fi rst time 
or whether you were there in per-
son or caught it streaming; here 
are a few highlights of the Bach-
man Ferrari Collection auction:

2003 Ferrari Enzo:  649 miles. 1 
of 127 Enzos produced for the U.S. 
Purchased new and custom de-
signed in factory by Phil Bachman. 
Sold for $17,875,000

1995 Ferrari F50: 252 miles. 1 of 56 
F50s produced for the U.S. Previously owned 
by professional golfer Ian Poulter and ac-
quired by Phil Bachman. Sold for $12,210,000

2017 Ferrari LaFerrari Aperta: 96 miles. 1 of 
210 produced. Purchased new and custom 
designed in factory by Phil Bachman. Sold for 
$11,000,000

1985 Ferrari 288 GTO: 1,248 miles. 1 of 
272 produced. Purchased new by Phil 
Bachman in 1985. Sold for $8,525,000

Besides the Bachman Collection, an-
other very special Ferrari took center 
stage. An original, unrestored 1962 
Ferrari 250 GTO Bianco Speciale. One 
of 36 Ferrari GTOs produced, the dis-
tinction of this Ferrari is that it is the 
ONLY factory produced 250 GTO in Bi-
anco. This car has a storied pedigree 
of being professionally raced by Gra-
ham Hill, Jack Sears, Mike Parkes, Roy 
Salvadori, Mike MacDowel, Mike Salm-
on and Richie Ginther. 

The 250 GTO racing continued under 
the Jon Shirley Collection and compet-
ed in Ferrari Challenge racing events, 
250 GTO Anniversary tours as well as 
the Goodwood Revival in England. 

Quoting Chelsey Hinsenkamp from Mecum 
“The truest devotees of the Ferrari line see 
much more than a car when they look at one 

of the Italian maker’s many stun-
ning machines. They see a vessel 
of engineering excellence, one 
that contains the fascinating histo-
ry of the many brilliant minds and 
talented individuals who’ve made 
the Ferrari brand what it is today—
from the dreamers and designers 
to the doers and the drivers. They 
see something not just worthy of 
owning and piloting, but of honor-
ing, preserving and celebrating. 
To these awakened individuals, 
these aren’t just a line of Prancing 
Horses; they are thoroughbred 
beauties that belong among Long-
ines World’s Best”

Refl ecting after the event, Jerry 
David expressed “Being at Mecum 
and seeing all the beautiful Fer-
raris up close and personal was 
an amazing experience. Then be-

ing there as they crossed the stage, witness-
ing the bidding and watching the gavel drop 
was like being part of history”

Peggy added “The temptation to raise our 
paddle was real but we came home empty 
handed, maybe next year?!”

14MOTORE D’ART



Professional Care for 
Exceptional Vehicles

Olympic Auto Shine of Naples provides professional detailing, 
paint correction, and ceramic protection services designed 
specifi cally for high-performance vehicles.

As the Offi  cial Detailing Partner of the Ferrari Club of Amer-
ica – Naples Chapter, we off er structured maintenance pro-
grams that help Ferrari owners preserve both appearance and 
long-term value.

Olympic Auto Shine of Naples
Apply for Service or Request Consultation

941-500-2091
olympicautoshineofnaples.com

Ceramic Protection • Paint Correction • Concierge Detailing • Maintenance Memberships
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CUTTING EDGE

New materials and methods for lux
and shine. Preserving the Finish!

Ferrari paintwork is designed to de-
liver extraordinary depth and clarity. 
Maintaining that fi nish requires more 
than a traditional wash — it requires a 
disciplined process built around in-
spection, controlled correction, and
long-term protection.

At Olympic Auto Shine of Naples, every 
vehicle follows a structured fi ve-step de-
tailing process designed specifi cally for 
high-performance and luxury vehicles.

Step 1 — The Intake
Every vehicle begins with a consultation 
and initial evaluation. Driving habits, stor-
age conditions, and previous protection 
systems are discussed to understand 
how the vehicle has been maintained. 
Ferrari paint systems are extremely 
refi ned but rely on a relatively thin clear 
coat layer. Understanding the vehicle’s 
history allows us to determine the safest 
correction approach before any work 
begins.

Step 2 — The Rigorous Inspection
After a safe wash process, the paint is 
inspected under professional lighting 
systems designed to reveal swirl marks, 
micro-scratches, and surface defects 
invisible under normal lighting. Paint 
thickness gauges are used to measure 
coating depth across each panel. These 
readings help determine how much cor-
rection can safely be performed while 
preserving factory paint.

Step 3 — The Plan
With inspection complete, a correction 
strategy is developed. Different paint sys-
tems respond differently to polishing, so 
the combination of compounds, pads,
and machine speeds is selected based 
on paint hardness and defect severity. 
The goal is controlled refi nement rather 

The fi nal result is a fi nish that pre-
serves the craftsmanship and depth 
Ferrari intended.

than aggressive material removal. This 
stage determines whether the vehicle 
requires light refi nement or a multi-
stage correction process.

Step 4 — The Men of Action
Using professional polishing machines 
and micro-abrasive compounds, the 
paint is refi ned panel by panel. Defects 
are carefully leveled while preserving 
as much of the original clear coat as 
possible. Throughout the process, the 
fi nish is repeatedly inspected under 
high-intensity lighting to ensure
consistent correction and clarity.

Step 5 — The Polished Diamond
After polishing is complete, the paint is 
protected using professional ceramic 
protection systems designed for mod-
ern automotive fi nishes. These coat-
ings bond to the clear coat and provide
durable protection while enhancing 
gloss and making routine maintenance 
easier. 

The fi nal result is a fi nish that pre-
serves the craftsmanship and depth 
Ferrari intended.
Club Member's Ferrari maintained by 
Olympic Auto Shine of Naples
Club Member's Ferrari maintained by 
Olympic Auto Shine of Naples
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Ferrari Reveals 
the All Electric 
Luce, Marking 
a New Era of 
Performance

By Ferrari of Naples

Ferrari has unveiled the interior design and name of its 
fi rst fully electric vehicle, the Ferrari Luce, signaling a 
historic milestone for the legendary marque and the 
beginning of a new chapter in a legacy of going be-
yond expectations to imagine the future. Th e exterior 
design will be revealed in Rome, Italy in May 2026, 
completing the fi nal phase of the global launch.

Revealed in San Francisco, a global hub for technology 
and design innovation, the Ferrari Luce represents far 
more than electrifi cation. Ferrari describes the vehicle as 
a philosophical evolution in which advanced engineering, 
design, and emotion converge to create a signature Fer-
rari driving experience. Th e name “Luce,” meaning 
“light” in Italian, refl ects clarity, inspiration, and Fer-
rari’s ongoing commitment to going beyond expecta-
tions through imagination and daring.

Developed in collaboration with LoveFrom, the San Fran-
cisco based creative collective founded by designers Sir 
Jony Ive and Marc Newson, the interior is built for a 
world where physical interaction and emotional thrill is 
especially meaningful.

Th e cabin is conceived as a clean, unifi ed environment that enhances driv-
er focus and provides deliberate and satisfying feedback, with mechanical 
controls remaining central to the experience. Th roughout the interior of 
the Ferrari Luce, premium materials including precision machined recy-
cled aluminum and advanced Corning Gorilla© glass refl ect Ferrari’s com-
mitment to superior craft smanship and innovation. Th is balance of tactile 
engagement with multifunction digital displays ensures a modern yet 
timeless feel and delivers the intense emotional thrill of driving a Ferrari.

Electrifi cation is not a departure from Ferrari heritage, but as with all 
innovation in company history, a medium for performance evolution. 
For collectors and design conscious drivers alike, the Ferrari Luce 
refl ects how racing-derived performance, visionary innovation, respect 
for tradition, and meticulous craft smanship coexist seamlessly to pro-
duce an unmistakably Ferrari experience.
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In Naples, Ferrari of Naples is preparing to introduce this new chapter 
through a series of curated lifestyle experiences designed to welcome 
individuals who may be new to the brand and immerse them in 
the Ferrari lifestyle. Th ese initiatives will extend beyond tradition-
al automotive events, off ering opportunities to engage with Ferrari 
through design, performance, craft smanship, and cultural experienc-
es that refl ect the brand’s heritage and forward momentum.

Th e dealership also aims to cultivate a lifestyle ecosystem that res-
onates with those drawn to innovation and modern performance, 
providing distinctive ways to connect with the brand and with one 
another. By creating thoughtful, high touch experiences and fostering 

a sense of community, Ferrari of Naples seeks to ensure that new 
owners feel not only welcomed, but recognized as innovators whose 
perspective aligns with Ferrari’s future.

As Ferrari enters the electric era, the arrival of the Ferrari Luce sig-
nals not only technological advancement, but the continued evolu-
tion of the Prancing Horse legacy, one defi ned by precision, imagina-
tion, and the courage to lead.

ADORO QUELLA TECNOLOGIA/LUCE
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1 Amalfi Spider

2 Amalfi Coupe

3 849 Testarossa Spider

4 849 Testarossa Coupe 

5 12Cilindri Spider

6 12Cilindri Coupe

7 Purosangue

1

2

3
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Design and Configure Your Ferrari

CORSO PILOTA & MOTORSPORTS
Master the art of performance through 
our official driving school and world-
class racing programs. From 
professional instruction to the high-
stakes victories of Scuderia Ferrari, 
our track-bred engineering directly 
informs every car in your garage.

CLASSICHE
Protect your investment and the soul 
of your vintage masterpiece with 
official factory certification and 
restoration services that ensure 
every component meets the original 
1947–present specifications.

YOUR UNIQUE FERRARI
Designing a Ferrari is a collaborative, 
long-term journey where no two cars 
are ever identical. Whether working 
with a Client Advisor in the U.S. or at 
the factory in Maranello, you can realize 
your vision through three distinct 
levels of personalization:

•  Standard Configuration:
Curated, timeless selections.

•  Atelier: Elevated materials and 
sophisticated finishes.

•  Tailor Made: Deeply personal, 
one-of-one creations.
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V12
ENGINE

199KW
MAX PWR @ 7200RPM

240KM/HR
TOP SPEED

3322.34cc
TOTAL DISPLACEMENT

The big new Lampredi engine got 
its fi rst outing in the 275 S sports 
car at 3322 cc. Two models were 
built with Touring barchetta bod-
ies and took part in the Mille Miglia 
held in April 1950. During the race, 
however, they both encountered 
transmission diffi  culties due to 
the very powerful engine they 
were mounted with.

Nonetheless, the engine immedi-
ately showed its potential when it 
was next used in the single-seater 
for it had really been designed in 
the fi  rst place. In fact, it took As-
cari home in fi fth position in the 
Belgian Grand Prix on June 18 of 
the same year.

Mechanical Specs:
Engine Type
front, longitudinal 60° V12
Bore/stroke: 72 x 68mm
Unitary displacement :276.86cc
Total displacement: 3322.34cc
Compression ratio: 8 : 1
Maximum power: 199 kW (270 hp) 
at 7200 rpm
Power per litre: 81CV/l
Maximum torque
-
Valve actuation: single overhead 
camshaft per bank, two valves 
per cylinder Fuel feed: three We-
ber 40 DCF carburettors
Ignition: single spark plug per cyl-
inder, two coils
Lubrication: wet sump
Clutch: multi-plate

"When Ferrari  
wins, the whole of 

Italy wins."
-Enzo Ferrari

VINTAGE IS VINTAGE
BUT VINTAGE FERRARI IS LOVE

FERRARI
275 S

The

by Chris Rabkin

21 MOTORE D’ART



IL VINTAGE È VINTAGE

A Bold Leap Into Ferrari’s Future
The 275 S was far more than an experimental 
sports racer — it was the fi rst true expression 
of Enzo Ferrari’s ambition to build engines 
capable of dominating both sports-car and 
Grand Prix competition. Aurelio Lampredi’s new 
long-block V12 marked a decisive break from 
Gioacchino Colombo’s compact units, priori-
tizing displacement, torque, and endurance for 
long-distance racing and early-1950s Formula 
One.

Its Mille Miglia debut exposed drivetrain weak-
nesses, but the raw power was unmistakable. 
The chassis simply wasn’t prepared for the 
force it delivered. In many ways, that was the 
point: the 275 S served as a rolling laboratory, 
revealing fl aws, accelerating development, and 
pushing Ferrari toward the engineering break-
throughs that defi ned the decade.

A Crucial Development PlatformA Crucial Development Platform
After the Mille Miglia, Ferrari quickly redirected After the Mille Miglia, Ferrari quickly redirected 
the Lampredi V12 into single-seater competi-the Lampredi V12 into single-seater competi-
tion, where its strengths immediately shone. tion, where its strengths immediately shone. 
Ascari’s fi fth-place fi nish at Spa proved the Ascari’s fi fth-place fi nish at Spa proved the 
engine’s potential and validated the entire pro-engine’s potential and validated the entire pro-
gram.gram.

The lessons learned from the 275 S directly The lessons learned from the 275 S directly 
shaped the next generation of Ferrari sports shaped the next generation of Ferrari sports 
racers. The 340 America, 340 Mexico, and 340 racers. The 340 America, 340 Mexico, and 340 
MM all evolved from its mechanical foundation, MM all evolved from its mechanical foundation, 
refi ning its concepts into machines capable of refi ning its concepts into machines capable of 
winning major endurance events. In this way, winning major endurance events. In this way, 
the 275 S became the bridge between Ferra-the 275 S became the bridge between Ferra-
ri’s early experimentation and the dominant ri’s early experimentation and the dominant 
sports-racing lineage that followed.sports-racing lineage that followed.
Design by Touring: Light, Purposeful, Experi-Design by Touring: Light, Purposeful, Experi-
mentalmental

Carrozzeria Touring’s barchetta body gave the Carrozzeria Touring’s barchetta body gave the 
275 S a lean, functional presence. The Superleg-275 S a lean, functional presence. The Superleg-
gera construction kept weight low, though the gera construction kept weight low, though the 
chassis still struggled to contain the V12’s out-chassis still struggled to contain the V12’s out-
put — a recurring theme in Ferrari’s early devel-put — a recurring theme in Ferrari’s early devel-
opment years. The cockpit was equally minimal, opment years. The cockpit was equally minimal, 
built for endurance racing rather than comfort, built for endurance racing rather than comfort, 
yet still carried the understated elegance that yet still carried the understated elegance that 
would become a Ferrari signature.would become a Ferrari signature.

Rarity and Legacy
Only two examples of the 275 S were built, 
making it one of the rarest Ferraris ever 
produced. Its legacy, however, is immense. 
It launched the Lampredi era — a period that 
produced some of Ferrari’s most charismat-
ic and successful engines.
Today, the 275 S is celebrated not for its re-
sults, but for its infl uence. It was the prototype 
that pushed boundaries, exposed weakness-
es, and accelerated Ferrari’s rise. Most impor-
tantly, it carried the fi rst Lampredi V12 — the 
engine that helped defi ne Ferrari’s competi-
tive identity for years to come.

1950 Ferrari 275S/340 America 
Barchetta by Scaglietti 

$7,975,000 USD
https://rmsothebys.com/auctions/mo15/lots/r110-1950-ferra-

ri-275s340-america-barchetta-by-scaglietti/
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Because a Ferrari 
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CAR STORAGE
GAME CHANGER

• Cat 5 hurricane-rated, climate-controlled, and fully managed.

• Social room available. Gather with friends for escorted tours of your vehicles.

• This lifestyle amenity protects your investment and enhances the value of your      
 home or condo.

• Full-time staff  on site handles your needs.

• We arrange pickup and drop-off  from your residence during storms or at your   
 convenience, and off er Naples Airport delivery and pick-up.
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belongs above it all.

30 ABOVE
Ferrari Owners

You can now own space 30 feet above fl ood elevation in the heart of Naples.

for more information visit
www.NaplesUltimateGarages.com/30above

or call and schedule a tour
239.682.6599.

3101 Terrace Avenue • Naples Florida 34104 24MOTORE D’ART



Because a Ferrari 
THE FACE OF LUXURY AUTO-
MOTIVE STORAGE

 Ultimate Garages’ mission is to 
deliver unwavering peace of mind to 
clients away from their prized luxury 
and exotic automobiles and assur-
ance those cars will be kept safe from 
Southwest Florida’s oftentimes tumul-
tuous climate. While many individuals 
unfortunately lost their vehicles during 
Hurricane Ian, every vehicle stored 
with Ultimate Garages was unscathed.

 With locations in Naples and Bonita 
Springs, Ultimate Garages offers 
more than 80,000 square feet of 
state-of-the-art climate controlled 
storage space, which includes secu-
rity monitoring and attentive staff to 
ensure proper storage maintenance 
of every vehicle in their care. The 
building structure is hurricane-rated 
and elevated 30 feet above sea level to 
offer the best protection from any ele-
ment, from elevated humidity to a cat-
astrophic category 5 hurricane. The 
company also brings their storage 
maintenance services to your home 
or private garage for extra concierge 
service.

 While exotic vehicle storage is the 
fl agship service of Ultimate Garag-
es, the company is multifaceted and 
offers detailing services, event venue 
rentals, exclusive car condominiums 
for the avid enthusiast, racing simula-
tors and an art gallery. In season, the 
facility is open to the public during 
their morning Cars and Coffee events 
the second Saturday of each month.

Ultimate Garages
3201 Terrace Ave., Naples, FL 34104
(239) 682-6599 | naplesultimategarages.com

Ultimate Garages Na-
ples: Where Automo-
tive Passion Meets 
Architectural Artistry
In a city defi ned by refi ned taste, coastal beauty, 
and lifestyles shaped by excellence, Naples offers 
no shortage of locations, parcels of real estate, or 
restaurants tending to those who appreciate the 
extraordinary. Yet even in this landscape of luxu-
ry, Ultimate Garages Naples sits at the top of the  
category of luxury and classic automobile stor-
age. Ultimate Garages is so much more than a 
storage facility, so much more than a clubhouse, 
and so much more than an art gallery, it is a pur-
pose-built sanctuary for automotive enthusiasts 
— a place where engineering brilliance, architec-
tural ambition, and community spirit converge 
under one roof.

From the moment you arrive, the building an-

nounces itself with a sense of intention. Clean 
lines, purposeful geometry, and a modern in-
dustrial design on a scale that says, “Southwest 
Florida, this is a serious place that I can store 
my priceless automobiles, my artwork, have 
my man cave fi lled with my favorite stuff, and a 
community of individuals of similar status and 
mind to boot!” This is not simply a garage, it is a 
cathedral for beautiful automobiles and artwork 
with inside space opening into a meticulously 
curated environment where Ferraris, Lamborgh-
inis, Porsches, McLarens, and other automotive 
icons are curated with other artwork like sculp-
tures. 

Ultimate Garages was conceived with a simple 
but powerful idea: create a place where collec-
tors could store, maintain, and celebrate their ve-
hicles in a setting worthy of the cars themselves. 
Naples embraced the concept and today, the 
facility has become a hub for Southwest Florida’s 
most passionate drivers — a gathering place for 
owners and their clubs. By supporting charities 
and community events Ultimate Garages brings 
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belongs above it all.
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people together through a shared love of auto-
motive excellence.

A Facility Designed for Enthusiasts
What sets Ultimate Garages apart is not just 
its scale, but its philosophy. The building is en-
gineered around the needs of collectors: cli-
mate-controlled storage, advanced security, 
concierge-level service, and a layout that allows 
cars to be displayed, accessed, and enjoyed with 
ease. The result is a space that feels equal parts 
museum, workshop, and social venue.
The main fl oor is expansive, with soaring ceilings 
and polished concrete that refl ects the glow 
of carefully positioned lighting. Vehicles can be 
arranged with gallery-like spacing, allowing each 
one to be appreciated individually in an owner’s 
space. 

But Ultimate Garages is more than a place to 
store cars, it is a vibrant community center for 
automotive and art enthusiasts. The facility regu-
larly hosts club meetings, charity galas, technical 
seminars, and private events. For the Ferrari Club 
of Naples, it has become a natural venue that 
matches the passion and prestige of the marque.

30 Above: Naples’ Most Exclusive 
Private Automotive Space

Perched above the main gallery is one of Naples’ 
most unique and sought after spaces: 30 Above, 
a private, members only lounge, event venue, and 
secure automobile storage space elevating the 
Ultimate Garages experience to an entirely new 
level.

30 Above is not simply upstairs; it is a fully real-
ized environment for the secure storage of fi ne 
automobiles. The name refl ects both its physical 
position and its lofty spirit — a place “above” the 
ordinary, where the automotive storage world 
meets the automobile social world in perfect 
harmony.

For the Ferrari Club of Naples, Ultimate Garag-
es has become a signature venue and has been 
host to many of the club’s special celebrations 
— including this year’s annual Enzo Ferrari Birth-
day event. James Buonavolonta, M.D., Founder & 
CEO Ultimate Garages really knows how to outfi t 
the space to deliver a stellar celebration that 
presented this Enzo Ferrari celebration with the 
perfect blend of elegance, acoustics, video and 

atmosphere. Jim’s ability to pair fi ne dining and 
curated experiences with a panoramic view of 
extraordinary curated Ferraris brought about a 
sense of occasion that is impossible to replicate 
elsewhere. 

A Vision for the Future
As Naples continues to grow, so too does its 
appetite for world class experiences. Ultimate 
Garages and 30 Above are perfectly positioned 
to meet that demand. Their combination of archi-
tectural ambition, curated luxury, and communi-
ty driven programming has set a new standard 
for what an automotive facility can be.

Looking ahead, the venue is poised to play an 
even larger role in the club’s event landscape, 
and with increasing interest from collectors, 
clubs, and event organizers, Ultimate Garages is 
not just a place to store cars, but a landmark — a 
destination that embodies the spirit of Automotive 
Excellence in Naples: refi ned, forward-thinking, 
and passionately engaged with the things that 
bring joy to the sense of those who love automo-
biles, craftsmanship, and community; because 
there is simply nothing else that compares to it.
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THERE ARE CERTAIN DATES THAT LIVE 
ON THE CALENDAR IN PERMANENT 
INK. FOR ME, THE LAST WEEKEND OF 
JANUARY IS ONE OF THEM.

This year marked my twelfth consecutive 
pilgrimage to the Rolex 24 at Daytona 
International Speedway—a tradition that 
has evolved from a racing weekend 
into something far more meaningful: a 
celebration of endurance, camaraderie, 
and the unmistakable sound of Ferrari at 
full song.

Twelve years in a row offers perspective. 
You begin to see the rhythms of the race 
differently. The pre-dawn chill that settles 
over the infi eld. The way headlights 
carve through the Florida darkness at 
3 a.m. The emotional lift as the sun rises 
over the banking and the fi nal hours 
begin to compress strategy, fatigue, and 
opportunity into one decisive crescendo. 
Endurance racing is not just about 
speed—it is about resilience, precision, 
and belief.

This year, 120 FCA members from 
across the country (and Puerto Rico) 
gathered to experience it together from 
our private suite in the Rolex Lounge. 
Elevated above the front stretch, the 
suite offered an extraordinary vantage 
point—not just of the racing line into 
Turn 1, but of the shared passion that 
defi nes our club. Throughout the 24 
hours, members rotated through stints 
of spectating, exploring the infi eld, 

AT DAYTONA:
ENDURANCE,

TRADITION
& THE FCA

SPIRIT
AT THE 

ROLEX24
By Phil Wantoch
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to the same road course confi guration 
used just hours earlier by the world’s best 
endurance drivers. Imagine an experience 
that never loses its impact. Rolling onto 
the banking, feeling the compression 
load through the chassis, and tracking 
out onto the infi eld section reframes 
your appreciation of what we had just 
witnessed from above.

The paddock on Monday morning felt 

different from race weekend. 
The transporters were gone. The 
grandstands quieter. In their place: 
rows of member-owned Ferraris 
alongside modern performance 
masterpieces—idling with 
anticipation. More than 180 drivers 
and guests grabbed their helmets 
and buckled in. 25 instructors 
offered last-minute reminders. And 
then, one by one, the prancing horses 
were released onto hallowed ground.

There is something uniquely powerful 
about driving Daytona after the Rolex 24. 
The rubber laid down during the race still 
marks the braking zones. Grid, corner and 
safety marshals were the same familiar 
faces who just worked the Rolex 24. The 
FCA track experience is not about ego; it 
is about growth and shared enthusiasm. 
It transforms spectators into participants 
and reinforces why this club matters. A 
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storytelling, and reconnecting. Some 
were fi rst-time attendees; others, like me, 
were veterans of many January nights at 
Daytona. 

The Ferrari 499P dominated the world 
stage in 2025 (winning both the WEC 
manufactures & drivers’ championship), 
however it has yet to compete within 
the IMSA series. This allowed a 3rd 
consecutive overall win by the Penske 

Porsche team, with Ferrari entries from 
Risi Competizione & AF Corse jockeying 
for GTD class victories.  

THEN THERE WAS MONDAY….

If the Rolex24 inspires you, the Ferrari 
Club of America track day that followed on 
Monday allows you to live it. This marked 
the 8th consecutive year that the FCA took 

VIAGGI E STORIE VOLUME1, NUMERO 1
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direct continuum of Ferrari’s racing 
DNA. 

Twelve consecutive years have taught 
me that Daytona is not just an event—
it is a ritual. The Rolex 24 reminds us 
why Ferrari competes. The FCA suite 
reminds us why we gather. And the 
Monday track day reminds us why 
we drive. So long as there is a green 
fl ag in January and a group of FCA 
members eager to answer its call, I 
suspect this tradition will continue. 
Endurance, after all, is what Ferrari 
does best—and perhaps, what FCA 
members do best as well.

Here is to year thirteen!!

-Phil Wantoch
Naples Chapter Secretary
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BEYOND THE 
GATES OF

FERRARI
: A PILGRIMAGE TO MARANELLO

IT IS ALWAYS DIFFICULT TO LEAVE 
NAPLES, FLORIDA FOR 
ANOTHER DESTINATION.

You depart hoping the next 
place might offer better 
weather, better restaurants, 
better food. That is a tall 
order. Naples sets a high bar.
Except when the destination 
is Tuscany!

Add to that the promise 
of visiting the sacred 
places connected to the 
most exquisite machines 
ever created by human 
hands, and walking the 
same ground in the Emilia-
Romagna region as 
the genius behind 
them, Enzo Ferrari, 
and hesitation 
disappears. You 
board the plane 
with purpose, 
waiting for 
the captain’s 
reassuring 
announcement of a 
smooth ride ahead.

And a smooth ride 
it was.

We landed 
in Florence. 
The Florentine steak—Bistecca alla 

Fiorentina—is not a recommendation; 
it is an obligation. Thick, 
unapologetic, perfectly 
charred, and profoundly 
simple. You must try it.
We made the obligatory stop 
in Pisa to see that famously 
crooked thing. Photographs 
were taken. Perspective 
tricks were attempted. 
Somewhere along the way, 
I apparently committed a 
traffi c violation, because 
weeks later a ticket arrived 
by mail. For what? To this day, 
unclear. Mi scusi, non parlo 
italiano. Paid by wire transfer, 
purely as a precaution to 
avoid being “detained” on 
my next visit. Tuscany gives; 
Tuscany takes.

A visit to a Parmigiano 
Reggiano producer followed, and it felt 
like stepping into another kind of Italian 
masterpiece. Wheels of cheese aged 
quietly in cathedral-like rows, stacked 
with the same reverence and patience 
as fi ne wine or art. The air carried a rich, 
nutty fragrance, and every wheel seemed 
to hold years of tradition, craftsmanship, 
and pride. Parmigiano Reggiano is not just 
cheese, it is the taste of Emilia-Romagna 
itself, a golden symbol of perfection 
achieved through time, care, and an 
almost sacred dedication to doing things 
the right way. It is reassuring to see where 
excellence begins and good stuff is made.

By Bob Ross
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Then came Palagetto winery, where 
time seems to slow and 
the wine tastes as though it 
understands the soil it came 
from. It is reassuring to see 
where excellence truly begins. 
Rooted in tradition, patience, 
and the quiet craft of making 
something good.

THE ACCIDENTAL TRUFFLE 
REVELATION

Hunger intervened 
somewhere between vineyard 
roads and medieval villages. I 
stopped at the nearest place 
displaying a hand-painted sign 
that simply read Ristorante. 
It was, in truth, somebody’s 
house. A small backyard 
overfl owing with herbs and tomatoes 
perfumed the air. Cats wandered casually, 
some asleep on benches, as 
if they too were regulars.
I walked straight into what 
felt like a family kitchen. A 
hand-stitched tablecloth. 
No ceremony. I pointed to a 
dish on the menu containing 
truffl es.

What could possibly go 
wrong? Exactly. Nothing.
Moments later, a plate 
arrived buried beneath a 
mountain of freshly shaved 
white truffl e. I could barely 
see the pasta underneath. 
It didn’t matter. It was one 
of those meals that silences 
conversation and resets 
expectations. “Delicious” feels 
inadequate.

MUGELLO: FERRARI’S TEST 
OF COURAGE

We drove to Scarperia e San 
Piero to meet international 
friends at our hotel. The next morning: 
Mugello Circuit.

Mugello is not just another racetrack. 

Since 1988 it has been owned and operated 
by Ferrari, serving as a proving ground 

for Formula 1 cars and 
high-performance 
GT machines born in 
Maranello. The circuit is 
carved into rolling Tuscan 
hills, defi ned by dramatic 
elevation changes and 
fast, fl owing corners that 
demand precision and 
courage.

In 2020, it hosted its fi rst 
Formula 1 Grand Prix—
the Tuscan Grand Prix—
bringing the pinnacle of 
motorsport directly into 
Ferrari’s backyard.

I spent hours wandering 
the pit lane, paddock, and 

garages. Engines roared across that sacred 
asphalt. The scenery was breathtaking, but 

the soundtrack was 
better.

One more night, I 
thought. Tomorrow, 
Maranello.

Maranello: The 
Threshold
I had planned to sleep at 
the Maranello Palace… 
but sleep quickly 
became a concept, while 
anticipation kept me 
wide awake.

My Ferrari factory visit 
had been arranged with 
invaluable assistance 
from our local dealer, 
Ferrari of Naples. Timing 
precise. Logistics 
seamless.
For reasons I still cannot 
explain, I failed to make a 
reservation at Ristorante 
Cavallino, the holy grail 

of Ferrari dining. A rookie mistake.

Frustrated, I wandered into the Ferrari 
offi cial store nearby and began loudly 
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criticizing 
myself for such 
negligence. A 
store manager 
overheard my 
self-infl icted 
humiliation. 
After a 
brief pause, 
he calmly 
mentioned 
that his cousin 
managed 
Cavallino and 
might be able to 
help.
One phone call 
later, I had a 
table.
Forty-fi ve 
minutes after 
that, I was 
studying 
a menu of 
remarkable 
appetizers, a seven-course 
experience, Ferrari-shaped 
desserts, and the mandatory 
espresso. I confi rmed with 
the elegant waitress that 
cappuccino after breakfast is, in 
fact, culturally unacceptable.

After dinner, I was invited upstairs 
for a private tour. I saw things I am 
not entirely certain I am permitted 
to describe. Perhaps another 
time.

THROUGH THE GATE

Morning in Emilia-Romagna 
arrived clear and beautiful. No 
appetite for breakfast. A quick 
cappuccino suffi ced.

A short drive to the iconic factory gate 
on Via Abetone Inferiore.

The gates of the Ferrari factory are 
not merely an entrance. They are 
a threshold to a dream. Marked by 
Prancing Horse, they feel less like 
industrial access and more like the 
doorway to a modern cathedral—
where engineering, artistry, and racing 

heritage converge.

We checked in with a small group of 
enthusiasts. Phones were sealed with 
security stickers—no photography 
permitted inside. A bus carried us 
beyond the walls.

Inside, the world changes.
Assembly lines move with deliberate 
calm. In the V12 engine station, 
each twelve-cylinder is built start to 
fi nish by a single craftsman, signed 
like a painting before installation. In 
another building, historic Formula 1 
machines rest in dignifi ed silence—
many owned by collectors who leave 
them in Ferrari’s care until Maranello 
awakens them for a private event or 
demonstration.

One interesting 
observation from 
the visit felt almost 
like a lesson about 
the real world 
of dealership 
showrooms: out 
of roughly thirty-
six cars on the 
assembly line, only 
two were in classic 
Rosso Corsa. The 
rest refl ected the 
endless individuality 
of modern Ferrari 
owners. And 

despite all 
the advanced 
technology, so 
much of the 
work still relies 
on tradition, 
craftsmanship, 
and good old 
manpower—
hands guiding 
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bodies and even 
moving them to 
and from the paint 
shop in a way that 
reminds you these 
machines are not 
just manufactured, 
but carefully built.
In a way, I’m glad 
you can’t take 
pictures inside 
the factory. That 
quiet restriction 
feels perfectly 
Ferrari. The brand 
has always been 
built on exclusivity 
and mystery—on 
the idea that the 
most extraordinary things are never fully 
revealed, never 
easily reached. 
Ferrari is not just 
about cars, but 
about dominance, 
discipline, and 
the rare ability to 
control its own 
destiny, keeping 
what matters 
most just beyond 
the lens.

You arrive thinking 
you are about 
to visit a factory. 
Something 

tangible, something you 
can simply observe, see, 
and understand. But as 
the visit comes to an end, 
you realize it is something 
entirely different. The 
specifi c models you saw 
no longer matter. The 
paint colors, the number 
of cylinders, even the 
technical details begin to 
fade. Everything blends 
into one overwhelming 
sensation: you have 
witnessed something rare, 
almost otherworldly.

It is the atmosphere more than the 
machinery. The quiet spirit that fi lls the 
space, the calm precision, the unexpected 
harmony of beautiful green scenery within 
the assembly halls. It draws you into a kind 
of trance, a lingering state of awe that stays 
with you long after you’ve stepped back 
outside.

You do not simply tour Ferrari-
You absorb it!

And long after you pass back through 
those gates, the feeling remains—quiet, 

powerful, and unforgettable.
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The Man Behind the Myth:
In the grand tapestry of Ferrari 
history—woven with the names 
of legendary drivers, visionary 
engineers, and the unmistakable 
silhouette of the Cavallino Ram-
pante—there exists a quieter 
thread. It is the thread of the me-
chanic, the race engineer, the arti-
san whose hands shaped perfor-
mance long before computers and 
telemetry took the stage. Among 
these craftsmen, one name stands 
apart with a reverence usual-
ly reserved for drivers: François 

Sicard. To speak with anyone who 
worked alongside Sicard is to hear 
the same refrain—precision, intuition, 
devotion. He was the kind of mechanic 
who didn’t simply service a Ferrari; he 

50 Years of Ferrari | Issue 144 | Forza | The Magazine 
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FRANCOIS SICARD
Renowned Ferrari mechanic/race engineer/restorer
by Chris Rabkin
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understood it. He listened to en-
gines the way a conductor listens 
to an orchestra, attuned to the 
faintest discordant note. In an era 
when racing success depended 
as much on feel as on engineer-
ing, Sicard be-
came indispens-
able.
Born with a nat-
ural mechanical 
instinct and a 
relentless curi-
osity, Sicard en-
tered the world 
of motorsport at 
a time when the 
line between mechanic and race 
engineer was fl uid. You didn’t just 
turn wrenches—you diagnosed, 
interpreted, and often reinvented. 
His early work quickly caught the 
attention of teams who recog-
nized that rare blend of technical 
mastery and calm under pres-
sure. Before long, Sicard found 
himself working on some of the 
most important Ferrari competi-
tion cars of the postwar era.
What set him apart was not only 
his skill, but his philosophy. Sicard 

believed that every Ferrari had a 
personality—an identity shaped by 
its build, its history, and the drivers 
who pushed it to its limits. His job, 
as he saw it, was to bring out the 
best in each machine, to coax per-
formance not through force but 
through understanding. This ap-
proach earned him the trust of leg-
endary drivers who relied on his 
judgment as much as his crafts-
manship.

A Craftsman of the Pre-Digital 
Age: Today’s race engineers are 
armed with laptops, sensors, and 

data streams. Si-
card had none of 
that. His tools were 
his hands, his ears, 
and a lifetime of 
experience. He 
could diagnose a 
misfi re by sound, 
detect imbalance 
by feel, and sense 
the health of an en-

gine through the vibrations trans-
mitted through the chassis.
This was the golden age of me-

50 Years of Ferrari | Issue 144 | Forza | The Magazine 
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chanical intuition—when a me-
chanic’s senses were as valu-
able as any instrument. Sicard 
embodied that era. He became 
known for his 
ability to pre-
pare a car so 
precisely that 
drivers often 
remarked it 
felt “alive,” re-
sponsive in a 
way that in-
spired confi -
dence at the 
limit.
His reputa-
tion grew 
not through 
self-pro-
motion, but 
through results. Cars he touched 
ran better, lasted longer, and 
performed with a consistency 
that teams came to rely on. In the 
paddock, his presence was a qui-
et reassurance: if Sicard was on 
the job, the car would be ready.

Guardian of Ferrari’s Heritage:
As the decades progressed, Si-
card’s role evolved. He became 
not only a race engineer but a re-
storer—one of the few entrusted 
with the mechanical resurrection 
of historically signifi cant Ferraris. 
These were not mere cars; they 
were artifacts of motorsport 
history, each with a story etched 
into its metal. Sicard approached 

restoration with the same rever-
ence he brought to racing: au-
thenticity fi rst, always.
Owners and collectors sought 

him out for his 
ability to pre-
serve the soul 
of a car while 
returning it to 
its rightful glory. 
He understood 
that a Ferra-
ri’s history was 
as important 
as its perfor-
mance, and he 
treated each 
restoration as a 
stewardship of 
heritage. Under 
his care, forgot-

ten machines roared back to life, 
ready to be shown, driven, and 
celebrated once more.
His work became a bridge be-
tween eras—connecting the raw, 
analog world of early Ferrari 
racing with the modern passion 
of today’s enthusiasts. In many 
ways, Sicard helped ensure that 
the stories of these cars would 
not fade, but continue to inspire 
future generations.

A Historic First at the 2026 FCA 
Annual Meet
This year, the Ferrari Club of 
America writes a new chapter in 
its own history. At the 2026 Annu-
al Meet in Monticello, New York, 
François Sicard becomes the 

https://068magazine.com/the-prancing-horse-whisperer-fran-
cois-sicard-renowned-ferrari-mechanic-race-engineer-and-more
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The Legacy of a True Ferrari 
Maestro
François Sicard’s story is not one 
of fame, but of mastery. He rep-
resents the essence of Ferrari’s 
mechanical heritage: passion 
without ego, craftsmanship with-
out compromise, and a lifelong 
devotion to the pursuit of perfec-
tion.
In honoring him at Monticello, the 
Ferrari Club of America honors 
the spirit of Ferrari itself.

1940s–1950s — Early Mechanical Roots
•  Develops a natural instinct for ma-  
 chinery and engines
•  Begins working in motorsport during  
 the postwar boom
•  Quickly recognized for precision and   
 calm under pressure
1960s — Rise in European Racing Circles
•  Joins teams preparing competition   
 cars for endurance and GT racing
•  Builds a reputation for diagnosing is-  
 sues by sound and feel
•  Gains the trust of drivers who rely on  
 his intuition
1970s — Work with Ferrari Competition 
Cars
•  Becomes involved with signifi cant   
 Ferrari race machinery
•  Known for preparing cars that feel   
 “alive” and responsive
•  Establishes himself as a go-to me  
 chanic for high-stakes events
1980s–1990s — Master Restorer
•  Expands into restoration of historical- 
  ly important Ferraris
•  Prioritizes authenticity and mechani  
 cal integrity
•  Helps preserve rare competition cars  
 for collectors and museums
2000s–2020s — Guardian of Ferrari 
Heritage
•  Continues to restore, maintain, and   
 advise on iconic Ferraris
•  Becomes a respected fi gure in the   
 global Ferrari community
•  His craftsmanship infl uences a new   
 generation of restorers
2026 — A Historic First
•  Named the fi rst mechanic ever fea-  
 tured at the Ferrari Club of America   
 Annual Meet
•  Honored at the 2026 Monticello, New   
 York Meet
•  Recognized for a lifetime of mechani  
 cal mastery and devotion to the   
 marque

ps://068magazine.com/the-prancing-horse-whisperer-fran-
s-sicard-renowned-ferrari-mechanic-race-engineer-and-more

fi rst mechanic ever to be honored 
as the event’s featured personality. 

In a tradition that has long spot-
lighted drivers, owners, and collec-
tors, this recognition marks a pro-
found shift—an acknowledgment 
of the men whose work made Fer-
rari’s victories possible.
Sicard’s selection is more than 
symbolic. It is a celebration of the 
artisans who lived in the shad-
ows of the pit lane, whose hands 
coaxed performance from met-
al, whose intuition kept cars alive 
at the limit, and whose dedication 
shaped the legacy of the Prancing 
Horse.
For the Naples Chapter and for 
MOTORE D’ART, this moment res-
onates deeply. It affi rms what en-
thusiasts have always known: that 
Ferrari’s story is not only written 
on the track, but in the workshops, 
garages, and paddocks where 
craftsmen like Sicard forged the 
mechanical soul of the marque.

VIAGGI E STORIE VOLUME1, NUMERO 1

38MOTORE D’ART



As proud Naples Chapter partners of the
Ferrari Club of Naples, our relationship is
rooted in a shared appreciation for
craftsmanship, performance, and timeless
design.

At Provident Jewelry, we understand that
true luxury is never accidental. It is
engineered — much like a Ferrari — with
precision, passion, and an uncompromising
commitment to excellence.

For decades, Provident Jewelry has served
Naples and Florida as a premier destination
for fine jewelry, rare diamonds, estate
pieces, and exceptional timepieces. Our
curated collection reflects artistry from the
world’s most respected houses, alongside
one-of-a-kind treasures that speak to
individuality and legacy.

For the women who stand beside greatness,
we offer pieces that capture elegance,
strength, and brilliance — jewels worthy of
life’s most extraordinary moments.

For the gentlemen who appreciate
mechanical mastery, our selection of
distinguished Swiss timepieces mirrors the
same innovation and performance that
defines Ferrari itself.

Beyond our collections, Provident offers
private consultations, custom design
services, estate acquisitions, and a client
experience built on discretion and long-
standing relationships.
Because true connoisseurs understand:
excellence is not owned — it is curated.

And in Naples, that journey begins with us.
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766 5th Ave. South • Naples, FL 34102, USA • (239) 649-7200
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VISIT THE FERRARI CLUB OF NAPLES AND OUR PARTNERS

MICHAEL DOROBANTI

Over $850,000,000 of luxury real estate sold since 2001.

BUY | SELL | INVEST | DEVELOP

Michael Dorobanti
www.LuxuryNaples.com | 239.273.8374

2170 Marina Drive | Aqualane Shores
Priced to Sell | Call Michael for Details!


